[image: image1.jpg]



Allegheny County LEARN Team

Meeting Minutes
November 10. 2011

Allegheny Intermediate Unit

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· Welcome/Introductions/Thank you to the AIU for hosting!

· September 21, 2011 Minutes

· LEARN Updates
· PA Promise for Children month activities were celebrated in October.
· WQED aired a fifteen minute spot. We hope to have another one during April for Month of the Young Child.
· 5K for Learning was held on October 23rd in North Park.  Early learning materials were distributed to parents. There were activities for children and families. The Pittsburgh Passion was the Honorary Chair for the event. 
· Community events---Carriage House Children’s Center and Tender Care had fall festivals. APOST held an event where we were also able to distribute materials. AIU holds a “trick or treat” night and distributed family resources and LEARN materials. 
· Kurt – LICC Video/ OCDEL GPS. 
· An inclusion video is being produced by the LICC for use at PD events on Inclusion or to post on community organization’s websites. 
· Kurt Kondrich sits on the Guiding Parent statewide committee. 

· 2010/2011 Report Card
· We will continue to collect stories through Hear Me. 
· The report card will be sent electronically to LEARN team members. 

· Allegheny Reach and Risk Report is available on the PA Promise website. 
· The annual Kindergarten Here I Come event will be held during Month of the Young Child from 5:00-7:30pm on April 20, 2012 at the Children’s Museum.
·  May 1, 2012 is Early Childhood Action Day in Harrisburg. 
· United Way has established a 211 telephone line. The purpose is to get all of the Kindergarten Registration dates on this line. 
· Kindergarten registration: The goal is to have April recognized as the month of Kindergarten registration for all 43 school districts in Allegheny County.  
· The Hi 5 campaign will continue and expand to additional school districts in Allegheny County. 
· Let’s Move Pittsburgh. Parents need to be educated on the importance of allowing children to play outside. BCUMC preschool has an outside playscape designed by Mr. Girty. 
· PA Promise website

· Team members were encouraged to use the website as a place for resources for practitioners and families. 

· Subcommittee reports

· Transition

· Jo Treichler shared that the committee created a survey for the eleven school districts that participated in the first Allegheny County Transition retreat. That information will help plan the next retreat and indicate other school districts to invite.

· Family Engagement committee has not yet met. An email will be sent out to the whole group, so that those that would like to attend may do so. 
· Review Allegheny LEARN 2011/2012 Deliverables

· The LEARN materials were shown to the team—call PAEYC if you need anything. We also have growth charts available. 
· A list of the members of the Early Learning Investment Commission from our region was distributed to the team. If anyone is interested in hosting a member of the commission, please let us know. 

· Govern for Kids hosted a rally to discuss proposed cuts to the county budget that would effect funding to human service agencies. 

· PA Promise declaration—please take one and collect signatures. Return the signed declarations to PAEYC. 
· Family Engagement Brainstorming Session—How can we engage families? 
· Red Balloon is a small center and they feel that it is easy to get the parents involved due to their small size. Kits are sent home to help give parents new ideas. 
· Target has a grant and through that they got books as a library exchange (Crafton Children’s Corner). 
· A three month summer calendar in bag stuffed with supplies to go with the activities is distributed to families. 

· Cooking with parents. 
· McKeesport is trying to keep clean and safe. Play 60. “We Can” campaign.

· Chatham University can provide resources on gardening.  
· Community Updates
· Fatherhood Initiative Program. Fathers get to come in and have a meal with their children, once a month, and then have a meeting with other fathers. 
· Red Balloon went to Trax Farm. This month they will have a Thanksgiving Feast. Lots of parents and family members attend. 
· Michelle Mihalko  at COTRAIC has a sing a long, ice cream social for their families. 
· Ken spoke about the Homewood Children’s Village campaign this Saturday. 
· Judy Albenze has a “Date with Daddy event” (or someone special) where they do pumpkin carving. 
· The Children’s Museum is doing the FLIP program. It is about literacy and there are kits to be distributed especially for families with infants and toddlers. 
· AIU added a parent and child time to their monthly meetings. 
· Family Support/ PAEYC conference is in September 21, 22, 2012.

· PennAeyc Public Policy forum is scheduled for March 18-19 2012 in Harrisburg. 

· Early Literacy Conference in Westmoreland County at WCCC about Digital Media Literacy. 

· Ready Freddy website has an interactive component. There are songs and a story. Ready Freddy. org

